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LLOYD, Elias 
 

Private, 925579 
15th Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: 15th December 1917 
Died of his Wounds  
Cemetery: Wimereux Communal Cemetery 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 33 years 
 
When Elias Lloyd was born on 5th May 1884, he had three sisters, Sophia, Sarah 
and Jane and a brother William.  Sadly, their parents, William and Rebecca, nee 
Darking, had lost two children earlier, but their family was complete when brother 
Charles was born in 1887. 
 
William and Rebecca had been married, probably in the Methodist Church, in 
Haverhill in the winter of 1869, and a few years later were living in Queen Street and 
were both silk weavers.  By 1881, they and their three daughters had moved to 
Clements Road, Haverhill and William was still a silk weaver. 
 
Soon after Elias was born the family was living at 39 Mill Road and both the parents 
were silk weavers again. Sophia now 19, was a hair weaver and 18 year old Sarah 
was a cloth machinist.  Jane, now 13, was a servant at the house of the Methodist 
minister in Rose Cottages, but all three sons were still in school. 
 
Elias attended the Methodist Church but not the Sunday school and at the age of 16, 
he too was a domestic servant, working as a house lad, but still living at home which 
was now 54 Mill Road.  Brother William was a commercial clerk, and young brother 
Charles was a hair cloth trimmer. 
 
By 1911, all of Elias’ siblings had married and left home. Elias himself was boarding 
at 54 Brookfields, Cambridge and was working as a Railway Shunter for the Great 
Eastern Railway. Parents, William and Rebecca were still living in Mill Road and 
William now 64 years old, recorded that he was an invalid while Rebecca who was 
59 was still working but now as a midwife.  
 

Obviously, this was not the way of 
life that Elias wanted, because on 
12th June,  1913 at the age of 28, he 
boarded the Ascania at 
Southampton, bound for Quebec.  
He gave his profession as Farmer, 
from Cambridge.   
 
However, less than three years later, 
he was heading back to England, as 
part of the Canadian Over-Seas 
Expeditionary Force.  On his 
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Attestation Papers Elias gave his address as Limerick, a small village in 
Saskatchewan which had been established the year he arrived in Canada so he 
would have been one of the pioneers who settled here. He was still a farmer.  His 
description was given as ‘5ft 6in with a ruddy complexion, brown hair and blue eyes,’  
He declared himself to be a Methodist, and signed the Oath on March 28th 1916. 
 
Elias joined the 15th Battalion Canadian Machine Gun Corps After some training he 
sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia on 3rd October 1916 aboard the SS "Missanalie", 
arriving in Liverpool on 13th. Following further training at Canadian Machine Gun 
Corps Depot at Crowborough, he sailed to Le Havre on 8th February 1917, joining 
the 15th Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps in the field near Vimy Ridge on 14th 
February. As part of an Allied offensive, a major attack was planned for April 1917 in 
the area of Arras, France. In this attack, all four divisions of the Canadian Corps 
would be tasked with capturing Vimy Ridge. The Battle of Vimy Ridge began at 5:30 
a.m. on Easter Monday, 9th April. While the four day Battle of Vimy Ridge proved to 
be a great success, it came at a heavy cost. The some 100,000 Canadians who 
served there suffered more than 10,600 casualties, nearly 3,600 of which were fatal.  
 
Following this the Canadian Corps moved north to Belgium. On November 6, the 
Canadians and British launched the assault to capture the ruined village of 
Passchendaele itself. In heavy fighting, the attack went according to plan. The task 
of actually capturing the “infamous” village fell to the 27th (City of Winnipeg) Battalion 
and they took it that day. After weathering fierce enemy counterattacks, the last 
phase of the battle saw the Canadians attack on 10th November and clear the 
Germans from the eastern edge of Passchendaele Ridge before the campaign finally 
ground to a halt. Canadian soldiers had succeeded in the face of almost 
unbelievable challenges. 
 
On the 11th November, while just to the west of the village of Passchendaele, Elias 
was wounded in the right shoulder during action and admitted to No 1 Canadian 
Field Ambulance.  
His battalion war diary records:- "St Jean, sheet 28.C.27.d.5.7. - 11th - 7:45 am. The 
company paraded and proceeded up the line, "A" and "B" sections relieving 9 of the 
13th Cdn M.G.Coy in Battery position No.5 (D.11.a.6.9). "C" and "D" sections 
relieving 8 gnrs of the 3rd Cdn M.G.Coy in Battery position no 6 (D.5.c.4.0). 1 Sgt, 1 
Cpl per section and 4 men per gun crew were taking into the line. Casualties while 
the relief was being effected 3 O.Rs were wounded and 1 gun was put out of action. 
Relief completed and reported correct at 11:30 am.  
 

Elias was sent to No 53 General Hospital in Boulogne on the 12th but by 21st 
November he was seriously ill.  
 
His recently widowed mother, now living at 20 Bruce Grove Tottenham, was 
informed that he was seriously ill.   
 
The South West Suffolk Echo of 1st December 1917 reported: 
"Mrs Lloyd of 20 Bruce Road, Tottenham, formerly resident at 56 Mill Road, 
Haverhill, has been notified that her second son, Pte Elias Lloyd of a Canadian 
Machine Gun Coy., is seriously ill at No.53 General Hospital, Boulogne as a result of 
a shrapnel wound in the right shoulder. Prior to emigrating to Canada, where he 
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enlisted, Pte. Lloyd was a shunter on the G.E.R. at Cambridge." 
 
Later she got the sad news that Elias had died on 15th December 1917, from a septic 
wound and bronco-pneumonia. 
 

Private Elias Lloyd No. 
925579 is remembered on 
the Methodist Church 
Memorial, on his parents’ 
grave and at the Wimereux 
Communal Cemetery, 5km 
north of Boulogne, France 
where he was buried. 
Because of the sandy 
nature of the soil, the 
headstones lie flat upon the 
graves.  
 
In Canada he is 
remembered too.  

 
The page from the WW1 Canadian Book of Remembrance bears Elias Lloyd’s name 
and is displayed in the Memorial Chamber of the Peace Tower in Ottawa on 18th 
June every year.  

 
The centrepiece of the Memorial Chamber is the main altar, which holds the First 
World War Book of Remembrance. The altar rests on steps made of stone quarried 
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from Flanders Fields.The Chamber's stained glass windows show the journey of 
soldiers from the call of battle to the return home. The floor is made from stone 
collected from the battlefields of Europe: Ypres, Sommes, Vimy and Verdun, to 
name a few. 
 

 
 
The main altar is 
surrounded by another 
seven altars that are 
made of stone and 
bronze. Each altar 
holds a different Book 
of Remembrance.  
 
These books contain 
the names of the more 
than 118,000 
Canadians who fought 
and died in the service 
of Canada. 

 
 
 
 
The Books are displayed open in glass cases. At 11 o'clock every morning, one page 
is turned in each book during a ceremony.  

 


